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India and again joined Angre. Mr. Boone although
disgusted, was not dismayed and had a floating castle
made to which he gave the name of the Prahm. It had a
low draught, was very stoutly built and carried twelve
48 pounders. It was believed that, it would, if towed
close to Khanderi, be able, uninjured itself, to batter down
the fortifications. But before it could effect anything a
strange mishap overtook it. In 1719 the English fleet
with the Prahm in tow went down to Anjango. On their
return journey they fell in with two English pirates,
England and Taylor, on board the Cassandra and Victory,
two ships which they had taken from the Portuguese.
The English fleet could easily have overpowered the pirates;
but Captain Upton, the officer in command, was a poltroon
and he was so alarmed that he burnt the Prahm and sailed
back as fast as he could to Bombay harbour.

By this time the successes of Angre and the harm done
their ships by England, Taylor and other pirates had led
the court of Directors to beg King George I. for naval
help. In 1722 the king graciously sent out a squadron of
four men-of-war the Lyon under Captain Readish, the
Salisbury under Captain Cockburn, the Exeter under
Sir Robert Johnson and the Shorehaiu under Captain
Maine; the squadron was iinder the command of Commodore
Mathews. The ships reached Bombay at different intervals,
but were all gathered in the great harbour by the 3rd
October, Some days, however, passed before the Commodore
would land. As a highly placed officer of the Royal Navy,
he deemed himself superior in rank to Mr. Boone, the
governor of Bombay and President of the Council, and
would not leave his rship until he had received a salute
from the shore batteries. On the other hand Mr. Booae
who, as President ol the Council was the king's representa-
tive, considered himself senior to the Commodore. * After
many messages and much controversy, Mr. Boone gave
way and saluted Commodore Mathews, as he desired. The

*He was appointed Governor by the Company and President by the king,